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History of beavers in Slovenia and Croatia

Drawing of a beaver captured in 1643 (Slovenia)

The last written document mentioning beavers is 
from 1750…

A success story – beaver reintroduction in Croatia:
from 1996 to 1998 → 85 individuals were reintroduced in 

Croatia

Photo: Marijan Grubešić



Distribution of beavers in Slovenia today



A baseline assessment on current level of 
awareness on beaver







Education of selected target groups
• Nature education days/workshops 

165 workshops, 3.186 children



Beaver toolboxes



• 31 performances, 4.291 children

Beaver theater play



Research projects for highschools

- beaver research project (high school) (2021) – bronze medal 
(Assessment of beaver habitat and future expansion into Drava River 
tributaries (Lešnica brook, Sejanski brook in Pavlovski brook))

- beaver research project (high school) (2024) – gold medal (Feeding 
habits of beaver (Castor fiber) and nutria (Myocastor coypus) on agricultural 
areas by the river Ščavnica and lake Gajševsko) – also awarded with the 
Krka State Award for Young Researchers

Photo: https://www.krkinenagrade.si/o-krkinih-nagradah/



• Lectures and field 
visits

24 different events, 605 
participants 



• Workshops, meetings, consultations for and with relevant stakeholders

- over 20 consultations and 23 workshops



• In the works…

brochure, handbook, guidelines for future water management strategy and 
agricultural policy, expert proposal for relevant stakeholders for amendment of 
existing incentives



• Counseling and demonstration of best practice solutions for conflicts to 
farmers and landowners

- 10 beaver deceivers, 4 tree protection, 3 dam-notchings, 30 counselings





Other awareness raising activities

• Beaver Exhibition



• Beaver Info points



Citizen science: ˝BEAVERTRACK˝

• 1.184 data entries from 2022 till February 2025



• Advertising campaign in media

1. campaign:  05. 04. 2023 - 20. 05. 2023

2. campaign: 29. 01. 2024 - 30. 04. 2024

1. campaign 2. campaign

Slovenia Croatia Slovenia Croatia

Times the ADs
were shown 4.921.374 5.019.782 11.800.407 4.947.356

Clicks 23.452 16.820 51.552 35.879



- 121 media contributions (printed, RA, TV and web);

- beaver promotion at 13 events (34 days)

˝Charm of Wood˝ exhibition (USB key in the shape of a beaver; beaver 
sculptures)

• Promotional activities



• Promotional material



Thank you for your attention.
More information

Website: https://life-beaver.eu/en/ 

e-mail: martina@lutra.si

Any questions? Suggestions?

https://life-beaver.eu/en/
mailto:martina@lutra.si
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