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Why we care about beavers

• 18.000km of levees

• Watermanagement

Watermana
gement



Getting a grip 
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First risk assessment
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• Inner and Outer side of the levee

• Water <30m

• Any form of prevention for burrowing
• Wire mesh
• Sheet piles
• Stone or rock cover
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Inspection for normal waterlevels

• Visual inspection

• Shoreside and/or waterside

• Done by muskrat trappers
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Inspections help to…

• Detect threats early

• Spread the workload

• Minimize the size of the burrow

• Keep levees in better shape

• Reduce risk
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Highwater levels
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Beaver patrol

• Inspections during highwater

• Finding burrows at an early stage

• Less risk when it matters most
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When do you start your patrol?
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Night-patrol
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Where do beavers approach our levee?

• Beavers live on all floodplanes

• Not all beavers burrow at highwater

• Much is still unknown about behavior

• Where and when does the digging start?
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At what time is the beaver most active ?
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Beaver on the levee eating. Swam
away when we got closer.
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Day-patrol

• Keeping an eye on the floodplanes

• Learning more about behavior

• Are we missing beavers?
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Damage-patrol
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Searching for holes 

• Physical inspection

• Human senses

• Technological advances 

• Safety concerns
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Safety first

27



Options for repair?

Plugging up holes Excavate and refill Temporary
reinforcement

Protect the
grasscover
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Marnewaard exercise in detecting and sealing
beaver tunnels
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Lidar and sonar
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On a leash



Testing various sealing products

7 februari 2025 Voettekst 33



inflatable sewer seal
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Sandbag and Fender

7 februari 2025 Voettekst 35



7 februari 2025 Voettekst 36



Question:

• How to get the beaver our before we start repairs?

• At what point is killing beavers acceptable?
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